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5 Best Pistols of All 

There may be a lot of you out there who are enthusiastic about 

firearms. You need to have them for safety purposes or just because 

you are a big fan. Well, whatever the case, you should stay as aware 

of the market as possible and look around to buy the best piece 

available. There are a lot of things to consider when buying the right 

firearm, especially when it comes to pistols. You don’t want to buy 

something which you live to regret.
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1. M1911, M1911A PISTOLS

These are semi automatic pistols which support 

single while making use of magazines. These 

pistols have a chamber supporting .45 ACP 

cartridge and are recoil operated. The armed forces 

of the United States used it as a standard issue 

side arm between 1911 up to 1986. These pistols 

served in a variety of wars and it was used for the 

very first time during the end of the Philippine-

American War. After this it was extensively used 

in both the World Wars. This pistol also played 

its role during the Korean War and the War of 

Vietnam. Originally this pistol was designated as 

the Automatic Pistol having Caliber .45, M1911. 

This designation was assigned in 1940 to its 

original 1911model. It was also referred to as the 

Automatic Pistol, having Caliber .45, M1911A1 

for the model M1911A1, which was taken up in 

1924. During the time of the Vietnam War the 

pistol’s designation changed to Pistol, Caliber .45, 

Automatic, and M1911A1.

As long as they continued to serve, the United 

States acquired as many as 2.7 million pistols 

falling in the M1911 and M1911A1 category, 

through various military contracts. However, later 

the 9mm Beretta M9 pistol replaced the M1911 

pistols as the customary sidearm. This change 

took place during October 1986 and these pistols 

were replaced altogether. Despite this, it has never 

been entirely phased out because it is still very 

popular among its users. There are many modern 

versions of M1911 that are still functional and used 

by the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, and the U.S. 

Army Special Forces.

Essentially the M1911 was designed by John 

Browning and is still considered to be one of 

his best designs mainly due to the short recoil 

feature of the basic design. The popularity of 

this pistol led to the creation of many copies and 

the system of operation used by this pistol has 

become the basis for almost all center fire pistols 

that are being created up till now. The popularity 

of this pistol is still
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considerably high among civilian shooters, 

who are fond of using it in competitive events 

such as International Practical Shooting 

Confederation, USPSA, Bullseye shooting, and 

IDPA. These pistols have compact variants 

which are popular amongst civilians due to 

their easily concealed nature which makes it 

easy for people to carry these pistols around. 

Some of the most dominant features of these 

pistols include slim width design along with 

the power of a .45 ACP cartridge.

military and police in Austria since 1982.

This pistol faced a lot of resistance in its initial 

days as the market was not ready to accept 

a gun made out of plastic. The main reasons 

behind the resistance were the concerns of its 

reliability and durability. Also, it was feared by 

many that the pistol would not be detected by 

the metal detectors located at airports. Despite 

these concerns the Glock pistols have become 

the most successful and the most profitable 

product line for the company. The global market 

share of this product amounts to 65% in terms 

of handguns for the company. The major users 

of this handgun include the law enforcement 

agencies in the United States among various 

other security agencies and national armed 

forces. These pistols are also favored by civilians 

who enjoy using them for recreational purposes, 

like in shooting competitions or as a favored 

choice in personal handguns for self defense as 

it can be easily concealed and carried. 

2. GLOCK PISTOLS

These pistols are often referred to as the “Safe 

Action” pistol by the manufacturing company 

itself. The series is one of the most popular series 

of modern handguns. It features a frame out of 

polymer and operates using short recoil. These 

semi-automatic pistols feature a locked breach 

and they are produced and designed by Glock 

Ges.m.b.H., which is located in Deutsch-Wagram, 

Austria. The Glock pistol is being used by the
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The Austrian military sought tenders for a new 

pistol which would serve as a replacement to their 

Walther P38 handguns which were extremely 

popular in World War II. This announcement 

was made in the 1980 by Austrian military. A 17 

criteria list was prepared, by the Austrian Ministry 

of Defense, which would govern the use of this 

modern pistol:

• The design of the pistol should feature self-

loading capability.

• The pistol should have the potential to fire the 

NATO-standard 9×19mm Parabellum round.

• There should be no requirement of any means 

of assistance for loading the magazines.

• The minimum capacity of each magazine 

must be of at least 8 rounds.

• All the necessary actions to make the pistol 

ready for firing should be performed single 

handedly, either with the left or the right hand.

• The pistol’s design should ensure that it is 

safe from any accidental discharge that might 

occur due to a stroke, drop, and shock from 

a height of at least 2 meters while falling onto 

a steel plate.

• The main parts of the pistol should be 

disassembled and reassembled with ease 

without requiring any tools whatsoever.

• The cleaning and the maintenance of the 

pistol should not require the use of any tools.

• The construction of the pistol should be 

similar to the P38 and it should not exceed 

58 parts.

• The long term maintenance of the pistol 

should require any precise testing or 

measuring devices; neither should it require 

any gauges.

• The manufacturer of the pistol should be 

able to provide the Ministry of Defense with 

complete drawings featuring the engineering 

of the pistol and of exploded views. All these 

must be provided along with all the details 

pertaining to the production of the pistol.

• The components should be such that they 

can be used interchangeably among pistols.

• During the test fire of 10,000 rounds, more 

than 20 malfunctions were not allowed. Not 

even minor jams which could be fixed without 

tools were accepted.

• The pistol will be inspected for any signs of 

wear, after the firing of 15,000 rounds using 

standard ammunition. After which it will be 

used to fire cartridge generating 5000 bar 

(500 MPa; 73,000 psi), as a pressure test. 

The normal operating Pmax pressure as per 

NATO standards for 9mm is considered to be 

around 2,520 bar (252 MPa; 36,500 psi). After 

this test the critical parts of the pistols were 

required to be up to a certain mark in order to 

avoid disqualification.
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• The design should not be dangerous even 

when the pistol is mishandled.

• The energy of the muzzle should at least be 

441.5 J while firing a 9mm S-round/P-08 

Hirtenberger AG.

• The Pistols which would score above 70% of 

the maximum points were to be considered 

for military use.

3. WALTHER PP WITH VARIANTS LIKE 
PPK AND THE PPK/S PISTOLS

These pistols were a masterpiece produced by the 

German arms manufacturer, known as Walther.

These are semi-automatic pistols with blowback 

operations.

The distinguishing features of this pistol include; 

a hammer which lies exposed and the fact that it 

makes use of the more traditional form which is the 

double action mechanism for the trigger. It has a

fixed barrel attached to it and features a magazine 

which is single column. The barrel of this pistol also 

performs the function of a guide rod; assisting the 

spring for recoil. This series of the Walther pistols 

include the Walther PP, PPK/S, PPK/E and the 

PPK.

The manufacturing countries of this PP series 

revolvers; are United States, France, and Germany. 

The PPK modification of this model is now 

developed by Smith and Wesson only, since they 

struck a deal in 2002. It is now manufactured in 

the United States while maintaining license from 

the Carl Walther GmbH Sportwaffen. Previously, 

all the variants and the models were developed by 

Carl Walther itself in its factory present in Germany. 

Apart from this, it was also produced under license 

Interarms in Alexandria, Virginia, within the United 

States and by Manurhin in Alsace of France.

The PP and the PPK series have their name 

registered as the most successful models of 

double action semiautomatic pistols ever to have 

been made by anyone. This is perhaps the main
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reason why they were copied to such a great 

extent. However, the original versions of these 

pistols are still made by Walther, to this day.

The design of this pistol is considered to be a 

great success which is why it has inspired a large 

number of pistol designs like the Hungarian FEG 

PA‐63, the Spanish Astra Constable, the Czech 

CZ50, the American Iver Johnson TP‐22 and the 

Argentinian version of Bersa Thunder 380. The 

PP and PPK versions of the pistol were both very 

popular for their reliability and for the ease with 

which they could be concealed. This made these 

variants very popular among the European Police 

and the civilians.

These pistols were used by the German Police and 

Military during World War II.

case. Furthermore, the grip of this gun was made 

in the shape of a broom’s handle. It was because 

of the grip that this pistol was referred to as the 

‘Broomhandle’ in the western world where English 

is the dominant language. Whereas, the Chinese 

called the C96 as the ‘Box Cannon’ which is mainly 

because of the square shaped integral magazine 

of this pistol and also because of its ability of being 

holstered in a detachable stock which is much like 

a wooden box.

The C96 featured a long barrel and it had a high 

velocity cartridge which allowed it to gain better 

penetration and these features also allowed it to 

achieve superior range. Up till the year 1935, in 

which the .357 Magnum cartridges was introduced, 

the 7.63x25mm Mauser cartridge had the greatest

4. C96 MAUSER BROOMHANDLE 
PISTOL

This pistol which is semi‐automatic was produced 

by an Arms manufacturer from Germany called 

Mauser. It was produced between 1896 and 1937. 

The first half of the 20th century witnessed a large 

number of copies that were not licensed, of these 

guns being manufactured in China and Spain. 

Among the distinctive features of this pistol is its 

box like magazine which is integral to the overall 

design of the pistol and is placed facing the trigger. 

It has a long barrel and a shoulder stock made out 

of wood which can be doubled in order to form a 

holster while also serving the purpose of a carrying
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velocity commercially produced by any pistol 

cartridge.

A total of 1 million C96 pistols were manufactured 

by Mauser. The number of unlicensed versions 

of these pistols produced in China and Spain 

was quite high, but it is difficult to know the exact 

amount due to poor maintenance of production 

records in these countries.

This is evident from the fact that around 50 

countries employed this gun for their armed forces. 

This handgun has a magazine capacity of around 

13 rounds which is almost double the capacity of 

modern designs; like the Mauser 1910 or the Luger. 

Other names for this pistol include HP (to refer to 

HI-Power) or GP (which is reflective of a term in 

the French language ‘Grande Puissance’). This 

pistol is also called the P-35 or the HP-35 which 

is reflective of its year of production, i.e. 1935. The 

name for this pistol in Belgium is also Hi-Power, 

while the Irish Service refers to it as Browning 

Automatic Pistol (BAP) or Browning Hi-Power 

(BHP).

5. BROWNING HI POWER PISTOL

This is a 9mm handgun which is also present 

in .40 calibers that features single action and is 

semiautomatic. This handgun was designed by 

John browning who was an American inventor 

of firearms. This handgun was completed by 

Dieudonne Saive at Fabrique Nationale (FN) of 

Herstal which is located in Belgium. Unfortunately, 

Browning was not able to see his design being 

produced as he died in 1926; right after his design 

had been finalized. This handgun was very famous 

among military personnel and is the handgun 

which was most extensively used by the military. 


