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The American Gun Association 
(AGA) provides information, tools, 
training, and support for gun owners 
throughout the USA.

The AGA stands for and advocates 
responsible gun ownership, as well as 
protecting our right to bear arms. Our 
mission is simple: protect our guns, 
protect ourselves.

THE AMERICAN GUN OWNER

In this month’s newsletter, we’re taking a step back and shifting our focus to 
the true basics.

Not only is this always a great idea for long-time gun owners (we all need a 
refresher from time to time!), but also necessary to help the newest members of our 
community get started on the right footing.

Article continued on page 4

GUn Owners
Top Tips for Beginner



The American Gun Owner is the
official monthly publication of the
American Gun Association (AGA).
We provide you with information,
tools, training, support, and an
active online community.

WHY WE EXIST

There are many threats to your
safety and security, and gun
ownership is being challenged more
than ever before. We support and
defend the rights of responsible gun
owners throughout the USA.

OUR MISSION

Over the years, AGA has helped
over 85,000 gun owners stay safe
and secure.

We help to educate and inform you
about how to stay safe. Our goal is
to provide you with at least 10x the
value of your modest membership
fee.

OUR MEMBERS

Our members are hard working
Americans like you, from all walks
of life, backgrounds and locations,
united in advocating the right to
own firearms to defend themselves
and their family. Our members are
aware of the serious responsibilities
that come with owning guns, and
safety is their #1 priority

YOUR AGA ELITE MEMBER BENEFITS:

* The option to test and keep gear valued at up to $85.00 for
FREE (just cover the shipping and handling). Look out for
the emails and text messages, as well as announcements in the
Facebook Group.

* Thousands of discounts, savings and giveaways on movie
tickets, oil changes, pizza, car rental and much much more. Many 
members tell us they’re saving in the region of $150.00+ every 
month! Go to https://gunassociation.memberdiscounts.co/perks/
register to access your benefits instantly!

* This monthly printed publication delivered to your door, with
articles, tips and training on developing new skills, along with
a test to evaluate your progress.

* The online community on Facebook, where our members
share ideas and tips about family protection. To join, visit
www.Facebook.com/groups/AmericanGunAsssociation/ and
click on the +Join Group button. Please allow 24 hours for
approval, although it’s often much faster.

* Online Member Dashboard with unlimited access to member 
exclusive, downloadable Course Library and information. Also 
includes Podcast and Video library and member forums.

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information regarding the subject 
matter covered; however, neither the publisher nor contributors assume any responsibilities for errors, 
inaccuracies, omissions or advice. If legal or other professional advice or expert assistance is required, 
the services of a competent professional person should be sought. Each individual reader is solely 
and wholly responsible for any decisions made or actions taken that may be prompted by the material 
herein. Also, any apparent negative comments against individuals, companies or organizations are 
either unintentional or the personal opinion of the author. All rights reserved.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS? CONTACT US:

Email: support@gunassociation.org 

Call:  512-782-4624 (7am-11pm CST M-F, and 10am-7pm Sat)
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CRAIG CAUDILL
 

 

Craig Caudill has spent a lifetime 
practicing and teaching survival, 
preparedness and self-reliance, skills. 
He is the director of the Nature Reliance 
School and teaches these skills in the 
midwestern and southeastern U.S.

He is an incredibly active blogger 
and writer for several different blogs 
and self-reliance magazines. He has 
appeared on educational television  
teaching self-reliance skills multiple 
times.

He has a worldwide student base who 
study with him through his online 
self-reliance school. Craig considers 
himself a student in all things and 
is regularly studying with other 
instructors, thinking and practicing 
outside the box of conventional 
wisdom, and honing both his abilities 
and teaching methods.

His students have included military 
operators, law enforcement special 
response units, and many average 
ordinary law-abiding citizens. 

JEREMY PARSONS 
 

Jeremy Parsons is a former 
Marine sniper with multiple combat 
deployments overseas. He is truly a 
world-class expert at handling firearms.  
 
Jeremy is a native of Austin, Texas. He 
joined the Marines at the age of 20 and 
quickly realized his passion for both 
the military and for shooting.

His passion for helping and instructing 
other gun owners led him to open a 
business where people can learn to be 
proficient with their firearms and feel 
more comfortable owning them.

Once hitting his unit he signed up for 
the scout sniper indoctrination and 
made his way into the platoon.

After a deployment to Iraq, he attended 
and graduated from Scout Sniper 
School and gained the title of Marine 
Scout Sniper.

Following a deployment to Afghanistan 
and starting a family he decided to 
leave the Marines and spend more time 
at home.

When returning to Austin his passion 
and skill lead him to start a company 
that would allow him to do what he 
loves to do, namely instruct and shoot.

CHRISTINE ZÁDOR

Christine Zádor is the President 
& CEO of San Joaquin Rifle and Pistol 
Range, Inc. (SJRPR) located in Linden, 
CA. Her parents opened the range in 
1979. Christine has dedicated herself 
to carrying on her parent’s legacy by 
continuing to operate and develop 
the range today. Christine’s dream is 
to make San Joaquin Rifle and Pistol 
Range a top-notch shooting facility.

Christine Zádor has created a long 
history of success in several different 
industries, however her true passion is 
in the firearms industry. Before taking 
ownership of SJRPR she attended the 
University of Southern California, 
where she played water polo and won 
an NCAA Women’s Championship. 
She later co-founded a water polo 
board company named Zaqua Boards, 
and has been coaching water polo for
many years.

Ever the adventurer, Christine also 
enjoys swimming, hiking, horseback 
riding, and traveling to meet and learn 
stories of Veterans in determination 
to make a difference in their healing 
process.

Christine is an avid shooter and 
currently competes in the USPSA, 
American Marksman, and competes in 
nationwide competitions.

Meet the Experts



remember guns have immense 
destructive power. 

3. Your finger only touches the 
trigger when you fire. Make sure 
your target is in sight before 
your finger touches the trigger 
and you’re far less likely to 
accidentally shoot something you 
don’t intend to destroy. 

4. Know your target and its 
background. Even hollow point 
bullets can over-penetrate and 
destroy whatever (or whomever) 
is behind your target. So before 
your finger touches the trigger, 
make sure you’re okay with the 
possibility of hitting whatever is 
behind your intended target.

Learning the rules can also be a little 
overwhelming.

So to help you ease into it, here 
are the 4 primary rules every gun 
owner should memorize:

1. Every gun is always loaded. This 
rule exists to enforce safe habits 
and reduce accidental discharges. 
When you treat every firearm as if 
it were loaded, you’re less likely 
to slip up on the rest of these 
rules. 

2. If the muzzle is pointed toward it, 
you better be willing to destroy 
it. Or, as this rule is often put, 
“don’t aim at what you don’t want 
to destroy.” Basically, if a gun 
can fire, assume that it will – and 

So if you recently became a first-
time gun owner, or you’re looking 
to purchase your first firearm in the 
near future, you’ll be glad to know 
this edition is bursting with the tips, 
guides, and lessons you’ll need to 
start your journey.

However, before you even think of 
purchasing your first firearm - or 
using it if you already have one - you 
need to learn the gun safety rules.

There are many different versions of 
these rules.

Some limit themselves to the 10 
golden rules, while others expand to 
as many as 50+ extra safety rules. 
And all of them are important to 
learn!

Top Tips for Beginner Gun Owners Continued from page 1
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TOP FACEBOOK GROUP 
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH

Congratulations to the top contributors in the 
AGA Facebook group!

Join us on Facebook at www.AGAmembers.com
for tips, ideas, news, and more.

www.AGAmembers.com 
Be sure to check out the latest news in your 
exclusive AGA Facebook community. 

Treat these four tips/rules as your 
guide and you’ll quickly make sense 
of the other rules. And when you 
understand those rules, you’ll be able 
to remember and learn them a lot 
quicker too!

At AGA, we promote our Second 
Amendment rights. But, to paraphrase 

Spiderman’s Uncle Ben, “with our 
rights comes great responsibility.”  
 
Learning (and relearning) everything 
we’ve included in this month’s AGA 
newsletter is a great step toward 
fulfilling the responsibilities of being 
a gun owner.

Whether you’re an absolute beginner 
or already have some familiarity with 
firearms, AGA welcomes you to the 
family!



If you’ve never purchased a gun 
before (maybe you’re still looking to 
get your first gun or received yours 
as a gift), this is a crucial learning 
step for any and all new gun 
owners. It’s also a good refresher 
for our pros! 

There are a few things you should 
keep in mind before you break out 
your wallet. 

1. DO YOUR RESEARCH

Don’t just run out and buy the first 
gun that grabs your attention.

Instead, take the time to consult 
a few trustworthy sources. 
Fortunately, we have dozens of 
resources throughout our website 
so you can get more than one 

reliable opinion - something we 
always recommend.

Start by looking at beginner-
friendly revolvers and 
semiautomatic pistols. Doing so 
will give you a solid selection 
while still narrowing your scope 
so you don’t end up feeling 
overwhelmed! As a bonus, it will 
also give you a better idea of what 
type of caliber you’ll be using.

2. FIND THE FIREARM       
    THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS

It’s all too easy to jump on the 
bandwagon when it comes to 
choosing your first gun. But 
what you really need to do is sit 
down and think about why you’re 
purchasing a gun in the first place.

How to 
Properly Buy 
Your First Gun
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Is it for self-defense and everyday 
carry? Home defense? Hunting?
Certain guns suit certain needs 
better than others do. And when it 
comes to everyday carry, you can 
branch off into discussions like 
concealed carry vs. open carry!

But again, don’t allow yourself to 
be overwhelmed. All you need to 
do is start narrowing your selection 
down to three or four models. You 
could include both revolvers and 
semiautomatics, or focus on one 
type alone.

3. HEAD TO THE RANGE

This might seem a little strange, 
but bear with us here.

The reason you want a range 
membership before you buy your 
first gun is so you have time to 
use the models you chose in the 
previous step before committing. 
Most ranges will have a good 
selection of firearms you can rent 
out for the day.

So talk to the range employees 
about the available options and 
start practicing. This will give you 
a better idea of which gun best fits 
your needs!

4. CHOOSE YOUR DEALER      
    CAREFULLY

What you don’t want to do is head 
to a pawn shop to buy your first 
gun. This is fine if you know what 
you’re doing, but for your first 
gun? Head to a registered dealer 
and buy first-hand.

But not just any dealer. Find one 
where the owner and employees 
are gun owners themselves and are 
passionate about firearms. You’re 
not likely to get that at a general 
pawn shop - or at a major chain 
store either.

It’s worth spending some time 
visiting a few of the local options 
and talking to the owners. This 
way, you’ll quickly assess who’s 
passionate about helping new gun 
owners and who’s just looking to 
make a profit.

5. OPINIONS ARE JUST     
    OPINIONS

It’s all too easy as a beginner to rely 
heavily on the opinions of more 
experienced gun owners.

But opinions are exactly that - 
opinions. No matter who you talk 
to, you’re going to receive advice 
based on their personal experiences.

Refer back to your reliable online 
resources to cross-reference any 
advice you receive and you’ll do 
well in choosing the right firearm 
for you!



As a new gun owner, you will come 
across a lot of misinformation. 
Even more frustrating, you won’t 
always be able to identify that 
misinformation – at least until 
you’ve got enough experience
doing so.

So, to help you get on the right track 
as a responsible gun owner, we’re 
including a quick foundation for gun 
ownership.

1. PERFECT PRACTICE   
   MAKES PERFECT

There’s no point in owning a gun 
if you’re not going to use it. And 
we’re not talking about using it 
defensively or while hunting - we’re 
talking about practice and training.

After all, if you don’t practice 
and train with your firearm, when 
it’s time to use it for its intended 
purpose, you might endanger 
yourself or those around you.
 
This is what we call irresponsible 

gun use - and no one wants to be 
around an irresponsible gun owner. 
It reflects badly on all of us as a 
community.

So you need to practice, practice, 
and practice some more. But you 
also need to make sure you’re 
practicing properly, otherwise you 
ingrain bad habits.

2. PERSONAL TRAINING

The best way to ensure you’re 
practicing properly is to undergo 
personal training.

Seek out opportunities to learn. 
Look for training courses and 
registered instructors. Devour 
these courses. Give them your full 
attention, ask questions, and allow 
your instructor to help correct any 
mistakes you’re making.

Then remember that personal 
training doesn’t end there. Spend 
time practicing on the range and (if 
safe for your gun model) dry-firing 

at home.

They say muscle memory requires 
1,000 repetitions to sink in - so do 
the training and keep practicing!

3. KNOW THE RULES

In the first article of this edition, we 
introduced you to the four primary 
gun safety rules. To repeat what 
we said there, it’s imperative you 
learn the rules. You should know 
them better than you know your 
multiplication tables.

It’s always a good idea to have 
the rules printed out and put up 
somewhere you can easily see and 
read them. Tape a copy on the back 
of your cereal box to read over 
breakfast, for example.

Another good place to keep the 
rules is where you store your 
firearm(s) and ammunition - we’ll 
cover storage a little later in this 
guide.

Gun Ownership 101
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Another thing we find particularly 
useful is to grab a copy of (at the 
very least) the 10 Golden Rules and 
write them down. Doing so by hand 
is one of the best ways to memorize 
them. It’s also a good idea to rewrite 
them in your own words.

You don’t need to use your 
handwritten copy for regular 
reference, of course. Sit and type 
them out so you can easily print as 
many copies as you need.

4. ALWAYS DO SAFETY 
CHECKS

Building onto the rules, remember 
to do regular safety checks. Start 
with checking and double-checking 
whether a firearm is loaded before 
doing anything with it. This should 
always include checking to see if 
there’s a chambered round; not just 
those in the magazine.

Second, make sure your gun is 
in operable condition. One of the 
gun safety rules is to never rely on 
your firearm’s safety mechanisms. 
There’s always the risk of 
malfunction, which is why another 
rule is to understand how your 
gun works. If you need to repair 
something, you should know how 

to do so properly.

And of course, you should have 
your gun serviced regularly by a 
professional. This is especially 
important for new gun owners.

5. REMEMBER TO INDEX

One of the top reasons for gun-
related accidents is ignoring one 
of the four rules we just covered - 
keeping your finger off the trigger 
until you’re ready to fire.

This is called indexing: the practice 
of keeping your trigger finger 
(almost always the index finger) 
above the trigger. A comfortable, 
practical position is to have it 

running alongside the barrel, almost 
as if you’re pointing toward your 
target without a gun in your hand.

Make sure when you’re practicing, 
you remember to index every 
time. If you’re pausing between 
shots, index until you’re ready 
to fire again. Remember: it takes 
1,000 repetitions before it becomes 
muscle memory!

6. STORE YOUR FIREARM 
AND AMMUNITION 
CORRECTLY

A well-known comedian, who 
knows nothing about firearms, 
started lobbying for restrictions on 
gun ownership because someone 
got sloppy with their storage. As 
a result, the person’s 3-year-old 
daughter got a hold of the firearm 
and accidentally shot herself.

This is just one example of why 
we as gun owners need to be 
responsible to a fault. 

Any minor mistake can end up 
being a fatal one. And the anti-
Constitution, anti-gun crowd will 
pounce on even the most isolated of 
events and hold it up as a shining 
example of why they think our 
Constitutional rights should be 



stripped away.
Do yourself - and the gun community 
at large - a massive favor by storing 
your gun and ammunition properly.

Ideally, you want a designated gun 
safe, hidden away in a closet that 
can be locked separately. Even more 
ideally, you want separate storage 
for your gun and your ammunition.

The easiest solution, however 
- especially for home and self-
defense weapons - is to keep 
your firearm on your person at all 
times. When you’re showering and 
sleeping, have it locked up next to 
your bed.

7. EDUCATE OTHERS IN  
    YOUR HOUSEHOLD

The instance we mentioned in 
the previous section is a shining 
example of why it’s so important to 
educate everyone in your household 
in gun safety. Children need to 

understand guns are not toys, but 
rather tools that need to be respected 
and handled with care.

This is another reason you want to 
have the gun safety rules posted 
where everyone in the house can 
easily see them. It’s also worth 
taking your family members for 

professional training, so if they ever 
need to use your firearm to protect 
themselves, they know how to do 
so properly.

8. ALWAYS USE THE        
    CORRECT AMMUNITION

Never, ever make the mistake of 
buying the wrong ammunition 
simply because it’s cheaper and/
or the correct ammunition isn’t in 
stock.

Many guns will have the correct 
ammunition type (typically with 
regards to caliber) embossed on the 
firearm itself. Some might even use 
more than one type of ammunition, 
which gives you a viable option if 
the most appropriate one isn’t in 
stock.

However, make sure you know 
exactly what ammunition can and 
should be used with your firearm.

9. KNOW THE LAW

The law isn’t always on our side 
as gun owners - and it’s often 
confusing. It’s your responsibility 
to learn and understand your local 
gun laws. This includes county, 
state, and federal laws!
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Test your Knowledge
1:  Why do you need to 
practice?

A. Practice ensures you know how 
to use your firearm correctly

B. Failing to practice reflects 
poorly on the gun community

C. Both of the above
 

2: How do you develop 
muscle memory?

A. Proper training
B. Through 1,000+ repetitions
C. Neither of the above
 
 
3:  Why should you 
memorize gun safety 
rules?

A. So that they can automatically 
dictate everything you do with 
a firearm

B. So that you don’t need to 
reference a physical copy 
anymore

C. So that you can better teach 
others about gun safety

4: What’s the best way to 
memorize the rules?

A. Keep copies in multiple places 
for easy reference

B. Copy them out by hand a few 
times

C. Both of the above

5: Which two ways should 
you ensure gun safety?

A. Check that the firearm is 
completely unloaded, including 
the chamber

B. Make sure the gun is in operable 
condition

C. Check that the safety 
mechanisms are engaged

6: What is the correct way 
to handle the trigger?

A. Lightly rest your finger on the 
trigger so you can quickly fire 
once you have your target in 
your sights

B. Practice indexing by keeping 
your trigger finger along the 
barrel until you’re ready to fire

C. Neither of the above

7: How should you (ideally) 
store your gun?

A. In a gun safe, with the 
ammunition stored separately

B. Unloaded but on your 
nightstand for easy access

C. Loaded in a locked bedside 
cabinet for easy access

QUIZ ANSWERS
1c, 2b, 3a, 4c, 5a+b, 6b, 7a, 8c, 9a, 10b

After studying this training, we encourage you to test your knowledge with this quiz. The answers can be found at 
the bottom right hand corner of this page.

8: Which of the following 
is NOT true:

A. You should educate all 
household members on gun 
safety

B. You should take your family for 
training so they can learn how 
to use your gun properly in an 
emergency

C. You should teach children that 
guns are dangerous and they 
should be scared of guns

9: Can you use different 
kinds of ammunition with 
your gun?

A. Yes, so long as you only use 
ammunition prescribed by the 
manufacturer

B. Yes, so long as it’s very similar 
to the ammunition you normally 
use

C. No, it’s never safe to use 
anything other than one caliber

10: Which gun laws should 
you learn and respect?

A. The ones that make sense to you
B. All local gun laws, including 

county, state, and federal laws
C. Both of the above
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