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The American Gun Association 
(AGA) provides information, tools, 
training, and support for gun owners 
throughout the USA.

The AGA stands for and advocates 
responsible gun ownership, as well as 
protecting our right to bear arms. Our 
mission is simple: protect our guns, 
protect ourselves.

THE AMERICAN GUN OWNER

MOST EXCITING GUNS AND 
OPTICS FROM SHOT SHOW 
2019

The year started off with a bang as Forbes 
covered the 2019 Shooting Hunting 
Outdoor Trade (SHOT) Show, which is 
held in Las Vegas, Nevada, every January. 

Some notable guns and optics included the 
Sig Sauer Light Machine Gun, Leupold 
7-35x56mm Mark 5HD Scope, and Zev 
Technologies O.Z-9 Handgun.

MOST EXCITING NEW 
HANDGUNS FOR 2019

Almost in the same breath, the Washington 
Times published a slideshow of “the most 
anticipated handguns set for release this 
year.” 

Featuring 15 models, the article covered 
everything from the Walther Q5 Match 
and Colt King Cobra .357 to the Mossberg 
MC1 SC and Maxim Defense PDX.

Article continued on page 4

As 2019 draws closer to its end, we’d like to take a moment and look back at some of 
the most popular gun news this year. 



The American Gun Owner is the
official monthly publication of the
American Gun Association (AGA).
We provide you with information,
tools, training, support, and an
active online community.

WHY WE EXIST

There are many threats to your
safety and security, and gun
ownership is being challenged more
than ever before. We support and
defend the rights of responsible gun
owners throughout the USA.

OUR MISSION

Over the years, AGA has helped
over 85,000 gun owners stay safe
and secure.

We help to educate and inform you
about how to stay safe. Our goal is
to provide you with at least 10x the
value of your modest membership
fee.

OUR MEMBERS

Our members are hard working
Americans like you, from all walks
of life, backgrounds and locations,
united in advocating the right to
own firearms to defend themselves
and their family. Our members are
aware of the serious responsibilities
that come with owning guns, and
safety is their #1 priority

YOUR AGA ELITE MEMBER BENEFITS:

* The option to test and keep gear valued at up to $85.00 for
FREE (just cover the shipping and handling). Look out for
the emails and text messages, as well as announcements in the
Facebook Group

* Thousands of discounts, savings and giveaways on movie
tickets, oil changes, pizza, car rental and much much more. Many 
members tell us they’re saving in the region of $150.00+ every month! 
Go to https://gunassociation.memberdiscounts.co/perks/register 
to access your benefits instantly!

* This monthly printed publication delivered to your door, with
articles, tips and training on developing new skills, along with
a test to evaluate your progress.

* The online community on Facebook, where our members
share ideas and tips about family protection. To join, visit
www.Facebook.com/groups/AmericanGunAsssociation/ and
click on the +Join Group button. Please allow 24 hours for
approval, although it’s often much faster.

This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information regarding the subject 
matter covered; however, neither the publisher nor contributors assume any responsibilities for errors, 
inaccuracies, omissions or advice. If legal or other professional advice or expert assistance is required, 
the services of a competent professional person should be sought. Each individual reader is solely 
and wholly responsible for any decisions made or actions taken that may be prompted by the material 
herein. Also, any apparent negative comments against individuals, companies or organizations are 
either unintentional or the personal opinion of the author. All rights reserved.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS? CONTACT US:

Email: support@gunassociation.org 

Call:  512-782-4624 (7am-11pm CST M-F, and 10am-7pm Sat)
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CRAIG CAUDILL
 

 

Craig Caudill has spent a lifetime 
practicing and teaching survival, 
preparedness and self-reliance, skills. 
He is the director of the Nature Reliance 
School and teaches these skills in the 
midwestern and southeastern U.S.

He is an incredibly active blogger 
and writer for several different blogs 
and self-reliance magazines. He has 
appeared on educational television  
teaching self-reliance skills multiple 
times.

He has a worldwide student base who 
study with him through his online 
self-reliance school. Craig considers 
himself a student in all things and 
is regularly studying with other 
instructors, thinking and practicing 
outside the box of conventional 
wisdom, and honing both his abilities 
and teaching methods.

His students have included military 
operators, law enforcement special 
response units, and many average 
ordinary law-abiding citizens. 

JEREMY PARSONS 
 

Jeremy Parsons is a former 
Marine sniper with multiple combat 
deployments overseas. He is truly a 
world-class expert at handling firearms.  
 
Jeremy is a native of Austin, Texas. He 
joined the Marines at the age of 20 and 
quickly realized his passion for both 
the military and for shooting.

His passion for helping and instructing 
other gun owners led him to open a 
business where people can learn to be 
proficient with their firearms and feel 
more comfortable owning them.

Once hitting his unit he signed up for 
the scout sniper indoctrination and 
made his way into the platoon.

After a deployment to Iraq, he attended 
and graduated from Scout Sniper 
School and gained the title of Marine 
Scout Sniper.

Following a deployment to Afghanistan 
and starting a family he decided to 
leave the Marines and spend more time 
at home.

When returning to Austin his passion 
and skill lead him to start a company 
that would allow him to do what he 
loves to do, namely instruct and shoot.

CHRISTINE ZÁDOR

Christine Zádor is the President 
& CEO of San Joaquin Rifle and Pistol 
Range, Inc. (SJRPR) located in Linden, 
CA. Her parents opened the range in 
1979. Christine has dedicated herself 
to carrying on her parent’s legacy by 
continuing to operate and develop 
the range today. Christine’s dream is 
to make San Joaquin Rifle and Pistol 
Range a top-notch shooting facility.

Christine Zádor has created a long 
history of success in several different 
industries, however her true passion is 
in the firearms industry. Before taking 
ownership of SJRPR she attended the 
University of Southern California, 
where she played water polo and won 
an NCAA Women’s Championship. 
She later co-founded a water polo 
board company named Zaqua Boards, 
and has been coaching water polo for
many years.

Ever the adventurer, Christine also 
enjoys swimming, hiking, horseback 
riding, and traveling to meet and learn 
stories of Veterans in determination 
to make a difference in their healing 
process.

Christine is an avid shooter and 
currently competes in the USPSA, 
American Marksman, and competes in 
nationwide competitions.

Meet the Experts



THERE HAVE BEEN MORE 
MASS SHOOTINGS THAN 
DAYS THIS YEAR

In an article with the above title, CBS 
News shared the research findings of 
the Gun Violence Archive (GVA), a 
non-profit that keeps records of every 
mass shooting event in the US. 

According to that research, there 
have been 283 mass shootings as of 
September 1, the 244th day of the year.

GUN RESEARCH IS 
SUDDENLY HOT

The New York Times published an 
article discussing the effect mass 
shootings had on American research. 

After overhauling the 1996 decision to 
limit the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention funding, research on 
the causes of gun-related violence 
came into full swing. Many experts 
are finding the media to be the guiltiest 
suspect.

WHY GUN CONTROL 
MIGHT BACKFIRE ON THE 
DEMOCRATS

In Written for The Week, this opinion 
piece makes a few sagely points on 
how arguments in favor of gun control 
are typically made by those who have 
little or no understanding of how such 

laws would negatively impact society. 

Drawing from historically 
accurate data, it argues gun control 
measurements are likely to fail due 
to ineffectiveness and/or over zealous 
action on the part of gun grabbers, 
and that Fourth Amendment issues are 
likely to arise.

2019 Year in Review: Hottest Gun 
Headlines Summarized
Continued from page 1
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WHAT BOTH
SIDES DON’T GET 
ABOUT AMERICAN GUN 
CULTURE

Politico published a joint piece 
shortly after the El Paso and Dayton 
mass shootings, pointing out that 
those most vocal in the now tired 
gun control debate – from either 
side – tend to overlook actual 
research and make emotional, rather 
than rational arguments. 

One of the main points of the article 
is highlighting the fact that “guns 
connect people at a time when 
making connections is ever more 
difficult.”

FINAL WORD

2019 has no doubt been a year where 
guns and gun ownership have been 
major topics of discussion. 

Through it all and onward, the 

American Gun Association aims to 
provide a balanced, fair perspective. 

Don’t forget to have your say by 
taking part in the conversations in 
your private, members only Facebook 
Group!

TOP FACEBOOK GROUP 
CONTRIBUTORS THIS MONTH

Congratulations to the top contributors in the AGA Facebook group!
Join us on Facebook at www.AGAmembers.com

for tips, ideas, news, and more.

www.AGAmembers.com 

Be sure to check out the latest news in 
your exclusive AGA Facebook community. 



3. WEATHERBY MARK V 
 
 
 
 
 

The Weatherby Mark V is an all-
weather bolt action rifle that gives you 
freedom of choice when it comes to 
camouflaged stock patterns, though 
you can also get the Mark V Accumark 
if you prefer a more traditional option. 

Let’s take a look at the specs for the 6.5 
WBY RPM caliber model:

• Barrel Length: 24”
• Overall Length: 44.5”
• Weight: 6.25lbs
• Capacity: 4+1 rounds
• M.S.R. Price: $1,499

1. HENRY’S ALL 
WEATHER RIFLES

 
 
 
 
The name alone says it all – and Henry 
has been a trusted rifle maker since the 
days of the Wild West. 

Available in .30-30 and .45-70, these 
lever action rifles boast hard chrome 
plating for the metal surfaces and a 
“durable, industrial-grade coating” for 
the hardwood.

• Barrel Length: 20” (18.43” for the 
.45-70)

• Overall Length: 39” (37.5” for the 
.45-70)

• Weight: 7lbs (7.08lbs for the .45-
70)

• Capacity: 5 rounds (4 rounds for 
the .45-70)

• M.S.R. Price: $1,050

2. RUGER MINI-14 AND 
MINI-30 

 
 
 
 

Ruger is another well-known name 
among hunters. Both the Mini-14 
and the Mini-30 (calibers .223 and 
7.62x39, respectively) are all-weather 
rifles, with durable matte stainless and 
black synthetic.

• Barrel Length: 18.5”
• Overall Length: 37.5”
• Weight: 6.7lbs
• Capacity: 5 rounds
• M.S.R. Price: $1,069

Extreme
Cold Weather 

Rifles
Whitetail deer hunting can sometimes mean shooting in extremely cold weather – especially late season, when 
(depending on where you live and/or hunt) you might be trudging around in the snow. 

The thing is, these kinds of conditions can wreak havoc on your rifle. Fortunately, there is a solution: cold weather rifles. 

We’ve done some work to help you narrow down your search for the best extreme cold weather rifles. And as a special gift, 
we’re detailing the 6 best of the best.
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4. BROWNING X-BOLT 
HELL’S CANYON LONG 
RANGE 

 
 
 

As far as all-weather rifles go, the 
Browning X-Bolt Hell’s Canyon Long 
Range makes a statement by marrying 
practicality with good looks. 

While there are several options to 
choose from, let’s zero in on the 7mm 
Rem Mag model, which comes with 
the Burnt Bronze Cerakote finish.

• Barrel Length: 26”
• Overall Length: 46.75”
• Weight: 7.5lbs
• Capacity: 3
• M.S.R. Price: $1,320

5. SAVAGE 110 STORM 

 
 
 

Savage has several worthy all-weather 
(or at least weather-friendly) models, 
including those on the AccuFit, 
AccuStock, and AccuTrigger lineup. 

However, the 270 WIN caliber 110 
Storm stands apart, partially due to its 
matte stainless steel and rubberized 
grip combination that makes it ideal 
for all sorts of weather.

• Barrel Length: 22”
• Overall Length: 43”
• Weight: 7.45lbs
• Capacity: 4
• M.S.R. Price: $865

6. TRADITIONS 
OUTFITTER G2

 
 
 

The Traditions Outfitter G2 offers a no-
frills, single-shot break-action rifle that 
puts many of its competitors to shame. 

And if you’re working on a budget 
(and/or hunting in an area that has 
centerfire restrictions), this entry might 
just make your day – especially with 
the accuracy-enhanced Lothar Walther 
barrel. 

Take a look at the specs for the 450 
Bushmaster caliber, which comes with 
a 3-9x40 scope and Deluxe Case.

• Barrel Length: 22”
• Overall Length: 37.5”
• Weight: 5.8lbs (6.8lbs with the 

mounted scope)
• Capacity: 1
• M.S.R. Price: $557

FINAL WORD

We’re big fans of all the guns featured here, but we also recognize every hunter has their preferred 
firearm. 

Before buying an extreme cold weather rifle, make sure it’s legal to own in your state (as well as 
to use, especially if you’re hunting out of state). 

We also recommend spending some time on the range with any firearm before making a purchase, 
wherever possible.



As the seasons change and the 
weather grows colder, you need to 
ask yourself a very serious question 
– a question that could easily mean 
the difference between life and death. 

Are you and your gun ready for winter?

Your firearms need special preparation 
– and you need to make sure that, as 
the shooter, you’re just as prepared. If 
you fail to do so, you risk losing your 
weapon… and quite possibly your life.

So to help make sure you have a safe 
winter, we put together a guide on 
cold-weather shooting. While most 
of it is geared toward hunters, there’s 
something in here for all shooters.

THE CHALLENGES 
WINTER PRESENTS

For the most part, only hunters up 
north are likely to struggle with some 
of winter’s most dastardly challenges.

However, that doesn’t mean those of 

us down south can simply kick up our 
heels.

The biggest challenge we all face in 
the cold winter months is moisture. 
Not only can it cause rust, but even a 
single drop in just the right place can 
freeze your firing pin – or worse. It 
doesn’t need to be raining either. 

Most of us know to keep our guns 
dry, so while rain can present its own 
particular challenge, it’s not the worst 
of it. Instead, the big baddie you need 
to worry about is condensation. 

All it takes is bringing your firearm 
into a warm space (the interior of your 
truck, for example, never mind your 
home) overnight and taking it back 
into the cold the next day.

But there are other challenges you 
need to overcome if you hope to shoot 
through the cold winter months. This 
can include how your ammunition 
reacts, your optics glass fogging up, 
and – of course – your own fingers and 

toes going too numb to be of any use.

Ready to take on these challenges? 
Here’s how.

KEEP YOUR GUN DRY

Let’s start with the most obvious: 
keeping your gun dry.

Accidents happen, no matter how 
careful we are. Sometimes, we get wet. 
If you’re hunting through spruce after 
a snowfall, then you’re guaranteed to 
get wet. 

And if the temperature is cold enough, 
you’ll start seeing those water droplets 
turn to ice on your barrel. This means 
it’s likely happening inside your 
firearm too.

Even if that isn’t the case, you might 
face issues with condensation, as 
mentioned earlier.

The key is keeping your gun outside, in 
the same temperatures you’re using it 

Are You & Your 
Gun Ready for 
Winter?
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in. Of course, you must be sure it’s safe 
to do so. And make sure to properly 
store and cover it too – something with 
a lock to prevent unauthorized users.

If your firearm does get wet, or even if 
you only suspect it has, break it down 
and dry every single part with a clean, 
lint-free cloth.

DO AWAY WITH THE 
LUBE

This might seem like blasphemy to 
some of you, but lube can actually 
be one of your worst enemies in cold 
weather.

It’s by no means a design flaw – 
lubes are meant to keep your weapon 
working like a well-oiled machine in 
the heat, whether external or from use. 

But unless you’re going to be engaging 
in any rapid-fire shooting, it’s best to 
strip your firearm and carefully remove 
just about all the lube you can.

If you don’t, you’re going to end up 
with gummy lube that slows your 
gun’s mechanism down (or clogs them 
entirely).

That said, there are some lubricants 
designed (and tested) for extremely 

low temperatures. If you can get your 
hands on some – such as the Bio-Syn 
Extra Firearm Lubricant CLP – then 
it’s worth using that instead, at least 
during winter.

CAREFULLY INSPECT 
YOUR AMMO

Have you seen what happens to 
ammunition when exposed to warm 
and extremely cold temperatures in 
rapid succession? The brass casing 
warps and cracks. Your primers can 
also pop out.

For this reason, you need to spend 
nearly as much time caring for your 
ammo as you do your firearm. 

Give it the same treatment; carefully 
inspecting each round for signs of 
corrosion, rust, or other damage. And 
as always, exercise extreme caution 
when storing and transporting live 
ammunition.

TAKE CARE OF YOUR 
HANDS

This might seem pretty obvious, 
but there are plenty of stories where 
someone missed their chance at 
bagging a deer because they let off a 
shot too early. 

How did it happen? Almost always 
because the hunter’s fingers were numb 
with cold and they weren’t certain how 
much pressure they were applying 
to the trigger (or even that they were 
touching it at all).

Your first line of defense here is buying 
yourself a pair of hand warmers. Small, 
relatively thin poly wicker gloves are a 
great option, as they keep your hands 
relatively warm as well as dry.



Simply slip a pair of mittens over 
them, which you can remove to take 
your shot, and you’re good to go.

Second, keep your hands moving with 
some isometric exercises. Nothing too 
fancy – just flex your fingers, hold a 
fist for a few seconds, stretch your 
hands, etc. This will increase blood 
flow to your fingers, keeping them 
warm, nimble, and responsive.

As a bonus tip, keep your smoking, 
drinking, and coffee intake to a 
minimum. Yes, they feel like they 
warm you up inside, but all three vices 
are capillary restrictors. 

You’ll be getting less blood circulation 
in your extremities, which means 
they’ll get colder faster.

BALLISTICS IN COLD 
WEATHER

Something many inexperienced 
cold-weather shooters struggle to 
understand is that air density can and 
does affect ballistics. 

And because cold air is denser than 
warm air, this means your ballistic 
speed is going to be slower when 
shooting in winter. Which, in turn, 
means a shorter effective range.

Plus, some gunpowder is more 
sensitive to temperature than others, 
so you might need to do some testing 
before trying to take a shot at a deer.

STORAGE

Just because you’re not planning on 
using a particular gun in winter doesn’t 
mean you shouldn’t put it through 
some winter preparation. 

Go through the same cleaning routine 
you do for your cold-shooting firearm, 
but add some gun oil to the routine 
before putting the weapon back into 
storage.

Remember to check stored firearms 
once a week for any signs of damage. 
And before using them, be sure to give 
them another clean!

FINAL WORD

Don’t let the cold, inclement weather 
put a damper on your lifestyle as a 
defensive, recreational, or competitive 
shooter. 

All it takes is some proper care and 
preparation for you and your firearms 
to have a good (or even great) winter 
shooting season.
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Test your Knowledge
1: Which of the following is correct?

A. Shooting in winter only requires special 
preparation if you live up north

B. Shooting in winter only requires special 
preparation if you live down south

C. Shooting in winter requires specially preparation 
regardless of where you live

 

2: What is the biggest issue with 
shooting in winter?

A. Moisture from precipitation
B. Moisture from condensation
C. Both of the above
 
 
3: How can you protect your gun from 
moisture?

A. Keep your firearm outside, under cover
B. Keep your firearm with you at all times
C. Keep your firearm wrapped in oilskins

4: Which of the following is NOT 
correct?

A. You should clean all lube from your firearms
B. You should only use lubricants designed for 

extreme low temperatures
C. You should use extra lubricant during winter

5: What happens to ammunition in cold 
weather?

A. The casing warps and/or cracks
B. The primers may pop out
C. Both of the above

6: How should you prepare yourself for 
winter?

A. By wearing moisture wicking gloves
B. By carrying a flask of coffee with you at all times
C. By keeping a hip flask of your favorite liquor 

7: Why is smoking a bad idea for keeping 
warm?

A. The smoke can give away your position
B. It’s a capillary restrictor
C. It’s bad for the environment

8: How does winter affect ballistics?

A. Cold air’s density slows your ballistic speed
B. Some gunpowder is more sensitive to cold temperatures
C. Both of the above

9: Which guns should you prepare for 
winter?

A. Only the ones you plan to use in cold weather
B. All of your firearms
C. Only competitive and/or collectable weapons you own

10: How should you prepare firearms for 
storage?

A. By properly cleaning and oiling them
B. By cleaning them and adding fresh lubricant
C. By properly cleaning and using them once a week during 

winter

QUIZ ANSWERS
1c, 2b, 3a, 4c, 5c, 6a, 7b, 8c, 9b, 10a

After studying this training, we encourage you to test your knowledge with this quiz. The answers can be found at 
the bottom right hand corner of this page.
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