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PREFACE

Since early times, various tools helped the formation and growth of the earli-

est social units and improved their infrastructure. Ever since mankind has be-

gun using tools, weapons have also been the primary focus. For centuries and 

continuing to this day, firearms have been the most effective weapon man can 

wield. It has aided civilizations throughout history put food on the table, provide 

protection, acquire or defend territories and in the enforcement of the law.

For millennia, mankind has been fascinated with projectile weapons. It began 

with hunting animals with spears, bows and then in the middle of the 1250 AD 

China, with firearms. 

But more accurately, it was the invention of gunpowder that resulted in the 

development of firearms. The first recorded use of gunpowder was over 1000 

years ago in Ancient China, but it was primarily used for firecrackers and had 

limited military weapon applications. As the knowledge of gunpowder slowly 

disseminated to Europe in the 14th century, it eventually led to widespread 

military use. 

This eBook, ‘LOCKS, STOCK, AND TWO SMOKING BARRELS’ is about the his-

tory of firearms, where they originated and their present day innovations. From 

there, the readers will learn about the different types of firearms that have 

commonly been in use, and the most innovative firearms that are in circulation 

today. Essentially, this book is a one-stop guide and an introduction into the 

world of firearms. 
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The Very First Ignition Systems
Over the following four centuries, the primary focus 

in the evolution of projectile weapons was to search 

for a more realizable and effective way to ignite gun-

powder for an effective delivery system. The underly-

ing goal of this research was to find a way to fire rapid 

shots with improved accuracy.

The very term ‘lock, stock and barrel’ refers to the 

firearm design that represents three main compo-

nents of early firearms. The barrel needs no explana-

tion, the stock is a wooden component atop where 

the barrel is mounted, and the lock is the mechanical 

contraption used for igniting the gunpowder charge 

that’s inside the barrel chamber.

The very first gun to combine the lock, stock, and the 

barrel was made in early 1400s; the Matchlock was 

ignited using a slow match. The slow match was a 

chemically treated cord or rope, that once ignited, 

continued to smolder and burn. It’s apparent that it 

was really awkward to fire the Matchlock, as the user 

had to hold both the slow match and the gun, while 

trying to aim and dip the match in the touch hole.

When one looks at the historical timeline of firearms, 

the origin of modern day firearms was first recorded 

in 1364 and then spread with the advent of automatic 

handguns in 1892. The precise origin point of the 

main ingredient responsible for the invention of fire-

arms, gunpowder, is unknown. The location however, 

has been narrowed down to the regions surrounding 

Turkey, China, and Europe. 

The first recorded description of the rapidly burn-

ing exploding powder was around 1250 AD. It was 

a coded document by Roger Bacon, a Franciscan 

monk, with the combination of sulfur, charcoal, and 

saltpeter; the ingredients used to make gunpowder. 

The application of this concept to handheld weapons 

then took half a century. The very first firearm to be 

made was in 1350, called hand gonnes or hand can-

nons. These miniature cannons were designed to be 

easily held by hand or attached to barrels to be used 

by soldiers. To give you a clearer idea, they were 

loaded in the same way as full sized cannons. 

HISTORY OF FIREARMS
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Samuel Colt
The firearms mechanism gradually evolved until 

Samuel Colt came up with the design of the first ac-

curate, multi shot, revolving firearm that was mass-

produced. It was the year of 1852, when various 

revolving designs were already available, but the 

parts that needed precision couldn’t be made using 

available technologies. Colt was the first person to 

apply industrial tools and machinery in the develop-

ment of the Colt Revolver. How to cHoose a dog

Advent of the Automatic Firearm
Following the revolver, the first automatic firearm was 

created in 1892 and the man behind this was Joseph 

Laumann. The following year, in 1893, the Borchardt 

pistol was developed and it was the first automatic 

pistol that had a separate magazine in its grip.

Soon after that, a variety of automatic weapons fol-

lowed in rapid succession; among them were the 

Mauser, Luger, Browning, and Colt designs.  
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firearm is sufficient to stop an attack, and at the same 

time, it is light enough that the recoil doesn’t wrest 

away from the hand of the shooter. Capable of rap-

idly firing one shot after another, the two most com-

mon types of handguns are semi automatic pistols 

and double action revolver.  

Revolvers
The revolver has many unique features and several 

advantages. Most importantly, these guns are cheap 

to manufacture, as they are simple in design, offer 

reliable operation compared to semiautomatics, not 

to mention, they can never jam. 

This is the first gun every novice begins with, and 

masters fairly easily. Because revolvers have fewer 

moving parts than semiautomatics, they are also 

more accurate. The only drawback of this weapon 

is that it holds only six shots, and the reload time is 

long as every bullet needs to be inserted by hand. 

Semiautomatics are great in terms of reloading, as 

they only require the shooter to eject and replace a 

preloaded magazine clip. 

Different revolvers have different dimensions to 

compliment certain aspects of the firearm. For 

instance, revolvers with long barrels are designed 

for accuracy; whereas revolvers with shorter barrels 

are designed to be easily concealable. The sight of a 

revolver is usually a blade that’s located at the front 

end and the notch on the rear. A frame of the revolver 

is the firearm’s largest component, and made using 

plated or blued steel, lightweight alloys, and stainless 

steel. Weighing between 1 and 4 lbs., the cylinder 

contains five or six bullet chambers depending on 

There are different categories of firearms; each is 

suited for a specific type of use. This section will 

cover all the categories and varieties of firearms in 

each category. The broadest of all firearm categories 

is the Handgun, which is followed by Long Guns. 

Handguns
Despite being used for hunting and in competitions, 

these guns were designed keeping self-defense in 

mind. The compact designs enable individuals to 

easily conceal and carry them. Because it can be 

concealed so easily, it is deemed dangerous and 

strictly controlled by the laws in most states. 

Handguns are capable of firing fairly accurately at a 

target at a moderate range. The energy delivered by 

TYPES OF FIREARMS
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Semiautomatic handgun
A semiautomatic pistol is a much recent develop-

ment than the revolver. The efforts of John Browning 

have resulted in the modern day semi automatics 

that we use. In fact, most semiautomatic handguns 

today, are a copy or variation of his most famous de-

signs, the Cold 1911 and the browning Hi Power 9mm. 

The main advantage of a semiautomatic is that it 

uses the recoil generated from the first cartridge fired 

to eject the shell casing and load another one at the 

end of the cycle and re-cock the hammer for the 

next shot. This mechanism makes it easier to fire mul-

tiple shots instantaneously. Depending on the type of 

automatic, the rounds can hold range between 9 and 

19 rounds. 

The disadvantage on the other hand, is the firearm’s 

complicated mechanism, which requires more 

practice to learn, and maintain. Relative to revolver 

rounds, a semi automatic round is less powerful in 

terms of stopping power. 

In a semi-automatic, the barrel is hidden inside the 

slide. There are limited choices when it comes to 

choosing barrel length. 

The slide happens to be a key component to the 

functioning of a semi-automatic, as the slide moves 

along the axis of the barrel, which is held in place 

using the tension of a spring. When a trigger is pulled, 

the slide is accelerated backwards with the force of 

the recoil. The empty shell then hits a piece of metal 

that protrudes outwards near the back of the barrel. 

This motion ejects the shell casing outwards from the 

gap built into the slide; the shell case can fall any-

where between 2 and 10 feet from the shooter. This 

the type of revolver, and is swung out for reloading. 

In order to allow the cylinder of the revolver to turn 

freely, there’s a gap between the frame and the 

cylinder. This gap also allows the smoke and gas to 

escape. This gas also leaves a residue on the hands 

of the shooter and other items close to the revolver 

when the weapon is fired. This allows forensic analy-

sis by a pathologist in order to reconstruct the scene 

of a crime. 

When the trigger is pulled, the lock-work rotates the 

cylinder, cocks and lets the hammer fall. In this ac-

tion, there are two varieties, a single action revolver 

and double action revolver. A single action trigger 

requires the cock to be manually pulled back where-

as the double action revolver cocks the revolver and 

turns the cylinder in a single trigger pull. There are 

different grips available for revolvers as well, smaller 

grips are for those firearms that can be hidden easily 

and larger grips are for more accuracy. 
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action and pump action rifles, are normally of low 

caliber, and the magazines are located below the 

barrel.

Shotguns
In terms of appearance, shotguns are quite similar 

to rifles, but differ greatly in terms of the rifling done 

within the barrel, which is a shotgun’s legal definition. 

The type of ammo used is also different; a shotgun 

shell can contain a single large projectile that’s com-

monly referred to as a slug, a shell containing few 

large pellets, or a shell containing many tiny pellets. 

Shotguns are made using a variety of action mecha-

nisms (discussed in the next chapter), including break 

action; pump action, as well as a semiautomatic. 

rearward motion also re-cocks the hammer. 

The second half of the cycle is when the slide is 

returning back to its original position. On its way back, 

the slide pulls another round from the magazine, 

pushes it up the ramp and inside the chamber. Here, 

it locks into place, waiting for the shooter to pull the 

trigger again. 

The butt or handle is more crucial here, as it holds 

the magazine clip and the rounds. A semiautomatic 

also includes a safety mechanism that prevents acci-

dental firing. Some models lock the hammer in place, 

while others models locks the trigger. 

Machine Guns
Machine guns differ greatly from handguns in terms 

of barrel length and the positioning of the butt or 

stock. They are hard to conceal, difficult to carry, and 

not to mention, far loosely regulated than pistols. 

Although rifles are far more powerful and accurate 

than handguns, rifles can be made as a single shot, 

but are most commonly made as bolt action, and 

used for hunting. Military rifles on the other hand, are 

semiautomatic or full automatic, having an extending 

magazine, holding between 5 and 50 rounds. Lever 
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Safety
As the name suggests, the safety of a firearm is a 

device that prevents the firearm from firing uninten-

tionally. There are many different types of safeties, as 

each firearm has its own version. 

Magazine
A magazine is a box-like compartment that is used 

for feeding ammunition to the firearm. There are 2 

types of magazines, a box magazine and tubular. 

A box magazine can be loaded up individual and 

carried around for quick reloading, while a tubular 

magazine requires manual feeding, one cartridge at 

a time. 

The action mechanisms of firearms refer to the parts 

that are responsible for loading, unloading, and firing 

of the cartridge. There are various types of actions 

in firearms and all are comprised of the following 

parts, in one form or another. The action mechanism 

includes the frame, the trigger, safety switch, maga-

zine, and lastly, the action release. 

The way these components are put together deter-

mines the action of firearms. Detailed descriptions of 

the components are as follows. 

The Frame
The	frame,	also	referred	to	as	the	receiver,	is	the	main	

component	in	a	firearm.	Attached	to	the	frame	is	the	

barrel;	the	bolt	too	is	inserted	into	the	frame,	and	the	

trigger	is	mounted	onto	the	frame	as	well.	

The	Trigger

The	trigger	is	housed	within	the	trigger	guard;	few	

multi-barreled	firearms	have	more	than	a	single	trig-

ger.	Upon	pulling	the	trigger,	the	firing	pin	strikes	the	

primer,	which	in	turn	ignites	the	charge.	Most	handgun	

triggers	function	as	single	and	double	action,	or	only	

double	action	models.	

ACTION TYPES OF FIREARMS
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PROVE a Firearm 
Prior to handling firearm, you must learn to open the 

action and PROVE the firearm is ready and safe for 

use.  PROVE-ing is a five-step process that comprises 

of unloading the weapon, ensuring the barrel is free 

from any obstructions. The steps are as follows: 

    1.Point the firearm towards a safe direction. 

    2.Remove all the ammunition. 

    3.Closely observe the chamber. 

    4.Verify the feeding path is clear. 

    5.Examine the bore.Action Release
The	action	release	is	a	function	that	separates	the	ac-

tion	mechanism	from	the	firearm,	usually	for	cleaning,	

maintenance,	and	repairs.	In	order	to	do	so,	use	the	

action	release	lever	or	button	located	in	different	areas	

of	different	firearms.	
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Double Action
The characteristic of a double action in a revolver 

is that it can be fired without manually cocking the 

weapon like the single action. Pulling the trigger from 

a hammer-down stance requires a long and hard 

pull, which makes it difficult for newbies to aim down 

the sight harder at the time of firing. Many users of 

double of action revolvers prefer to use it as a single 

action revolver by pulling down the cock manually 

but prefer the option of firing the weapon un-cocked 

should the need arise. 

There are also semi-auto double action firearms that 

allow the weapon to be fired from the hammer-down 

state. If the firearm supports single action fire, the 

remaining shots after the first round are all cooked 

using the kinetic energy from the recoil. Semi-autos 

using double action that cannot be fired in double 

action are referred to as DAO or double action only. 

Most semi-autos and small revolvers built to be eas-

ily concealable are DAO. This eliminates the chances 

of accidental discharge, and since there is no need 

for the external hammer, it cannot snag while being 

drawn.

In order to effectively operate any given firearm, 

you must first be familiar with the type of action it 

uses. In this section, we will take a close look at the 7 

basic actions in firearms – single, double, hinge, bolt, 

pump, lever and semi-automatic – and understand 

how they’re put together. 

Single Action
The single action of a firearm refers to its trigger that 

performs only as a single action. Where the only ac-

tion is firing the weapon, the gun is cocked manually 

by hand. If the trigger is pulled when the hammer is 

down, it will have no effect. The most popular single 

action revolver is the Single Action Army, or SAA, 

seen on almost every gun-toting character in Wild 

West movies.

There are also single action semi-autos, which, like 

single action revolvers, are also only used for firing 

the gun. The mechanism must be manually cocked 

to fire the first round, the reaming are loaded using 

the kinetic energy from the recoil to eject the empty 

cartridge and load the next one into the chamber and 

re-cocking the firearm. This makes it instantly ready 

to fire the next shot. 

TYPES OF ACTIONS IN FIREARM
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Bolt Action

A bolt action in a firearm is characterized by the metal 

cylinder that houses the fire mechanism. This action 

is located inside the frame that sits directly behind 

the chamber. It is operated using a handle that sticks 

out on the right side of the firearm; however, if you 

are left-handed, the firearm can be modified. 

The bolt action normally rotates on closing the 

engaging lugs that hold it in place firmly. To load the 

round in the chamber, lift the handle and pull it back-

wards to eject the empty shell casing. Now push it 

forward to load the next round into the chamber from 

the magazine, and lock it back down in its place. The 

weapon is now ready to fire. Note that some bolt ac-

tion weapons cock on closing and others on opening. 

This entire action is done is done is one fluid motion, 

the rate of fire depends directly on the proficiency of 

the person wielding the firearm. 

Hinge or Break Action 
The hinge or break action in firearms has become 

quite outdated, but weapons that use these actions 

are still used for sports and hunting. A hinge action 

firearm is one in where the barrel is hinged at the 

stock and rotates perpendicularly in axis to the bore 

to expose loading or unloading area of the cartridges. 

The hammer is either cocked manually or requires a 

separate operation to fire the rounds. 

There are many different types of hinge action 

firearms, which is the defining feature of firearms 

like double barreled shotgun, rifles, and guns that 

are a combination of both. The break action is quite 

common in single-shot rifles and pistols, as well as 

in flares guns, some older revolver, and grenade 

launchers. They are also referred to as break-barrel, 

break-open, break-top, or top-break actions.

The hinge or break action weapons are one of the 

most compact actions and perhaps the strongest of 

all firearms. Since there aren’t many moving parts, 

these firearms are much shorter than other repeating 

firearms. Even the compact break open function is 

smaller than non-repeating firearms. This compact-

ness contributes to the reduction in both weight and 

in size, compared to other larger actions. 
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Lever Action
When lever action is mentioned, the beloved Win-

chester 1873 comes to mind. While ’73 wasn’t the first 

lever action, it was first model that became com-

mercially successful. As it is obvious by the name, a 

lever-action firearm uses a lever to operate the action 

mechanism. This lever is located with the trigger; in 

fact, when you grip the stock of a lever action firearm 

you are essentially wrapping your hands around the 

lever itself. 

The lever is operated by using the trigger hand to 

pull it away from the stock towards the front end of 

the rifle and bringing it back to its starting position. 

This one, fluid motion ejects the empty cartridge, 

cocks the firearm, and inserts a new round into the 

chamber. Lever action firearms are most popular 

with hunters and sporting sharpshooters. However, 

firearms that use this action aren’t popular in the 

military as it is interrupts the flow of the fight when 

trying to fire it from a prone position. A lever action 

firearm is fed ammunition using a tubular magazine, 

which greatly limits the type of ammunition that it can 

be used with. For instance, using a pointed center fire 

spatter bullets can cause an explosion in the maga-

zine. 

Pump Action
If you don’t already know what a pump action is, it 

refers to a shotgun or a rifle that uses a handgrip that 

is pulled back and released in a pump-like fashion 

to eject an empty shell casing and load the cham-

ber with a fresh round. The pump action is relatively 

faster than bolt-action firearms and somewhat faster 

than lever action. The aspect that most people forget 

to focus on is that the trigger hand doesn’t need to 

be removed while reloading. When a pump action is 

used in rifles, it is usually referred to as a slide action. 

The cycle time of the pump action is rather short; the 

manual operation on the other hand, allows pump 

action mechanism to cycle a variety of rounds of 

varying power that recoil or gas-operated firearms 

fail at. The simplicity the pump action mechanism 

offers compared to a semiautomatic offers lower 

maintenance costs and high durability. Another ben-

eficial aspect of the pump action that has been noted 

is that the short reload interval allows the marksman 

to identify and aim at the next target, which negates 

the Spray and Pray use of the firearm. A pump action 

weapon is easy to use by both right and left handed 

users, like lever action firearms. 
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When a trigger is pulled, the slide is accelerated 

backwards with the force of the recoil. The empty 

shell then hits a piece of metal that protrudes 

outwards near the back of the barrel. This motion 

ejects the shell casing outwards from the gap built 

into the slide. This rearward motion also re-cocks 

the hammer. This semi automatic action is used in 

numerous, handguns, rifles, sniper rifles, and even 

a few shotguns. 

Semi-Automatic Action
A semiautomatic or a self-loading weapon is one 

in which, after firing the first shot, the kinetic en-

ergy from the recoil prepares the weapon for the 

next discharge. The slide is the key component to 

the functioning of a semi-automatic, as the slide 

moves along the axis of the barrel, which is held in 

place using the tension of a spring. 
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replaced the Gewehr 1888 rifle as the standard is-

sued German service rifle, this weapon was first used 

in an all out combat in the Boxer Rebellion, and was 

the primary German rifle in World War I.

Pump Action Firearms
Ithaca 37:

This weapon is a pump action operated shotgun that 

was mass-produced for civilian, police, and military 

applications. The Ithaca 37 uses a rather novel com-

bination of loading and ejection ports located at the 

bottom of the weapon. This weapon is convenient for 

both left and right-handed users, making it a popular 

choice. 

Bolt Action Firearms
M1903 Springfield:

Formally a United States Rifle, the M1903 Springfield 

is a Caliber .30-06, a model developed in 1903, is an 

all American clip loaded, 5 rounds, magazine fed, and 

bolt-action rifle. This rifle was primarily and widely 

used till the 1950s.

In June of 1903, the M1903 Springfield was officially 

adopted by the United States military’s bolt-action 

rifle. Springfield saw its first service in World War I, 

which was later replaced as the standard issue infan-

try rifle with the fast firing semi automatic, an 8 round 

M1 Garand, in 1937. However, it remained the stan-

dard issue infantry rifle in World War II as well.  

Gewehr 98:

A German-made bolt-action Mauser rifle, the Gewehr 

98 (G98) fires cartridges from an internal, clip loaded, 

5-round magazine. It was used as a standard is-

sue service rifle by the Germans between 1898 and 

1935, eventually being replaced with the Karabiner 

98k. The G98 uses a strip clip-loading with a rather 

powerful Mauser 7.92×57mm cartridge. The G98 was 

COMMON FIREARMS IN EACH CATEGORY
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known as the HP, short for Hi-Power, which was fur-

ther shortened to HP-35, and then P-35. The numer-

al 35 denotes the year of its introduction in 1935.

Colt Peacemakers :

The Colt Peacemakers, that are also known as Single 

Action Army, Model P, SAA, Colt .45 and M1873; are 

single action revolvers that hold six cartridges in 

a revolving cylinder. Since it first came in 1873, the 

appearance of the revolver has remained consis-

tent, but it offers over 30 different varieties of bar-

rel lengths and calibers. The production for Colt 

Peacemakers was halted twice, but due to popular 

demand, it was brought back again. Given the popu-

larity of the weapon, it was widely used all over the 

United States, by lawmen and outlaws alike, as well 

as for sport and personal safety. But currently, these 

revolvers are bought by collectors and reenactors 

only. 

Franchi SPAS-12:

The SPAS-12 is a combat pump action shotgun, 

which was first manufactured by Franchi, an Italian 

company that manufactures firearms. It was mass-

produced between 1979 and 2000. The production 

of this shotgun was completely halted in 2000 to 

produce the new, enhanced version, the SPAS-15, 

with its production stopping in 2005 too. The guns 

are no longer in production. What makes this shot-

gun unique is the fact that it’s a dual mode shotgun, 

which is both pump-action as well as adjustable to 

be used as a semi-automatic firearm.

Single Action
Browning P35:

The Browning Hi-Power P35 is a semi-automatic, 

single-action handgun that is offered in .40 S&W and 

9mm calibers. An American inventor, John Browning, 

designed this firearm. The name Hi-Power is rather 

misleading and alludes to its 13 rounds magazine 

capacity, which is almost twice the capacity of pistols 

like Mauser 1910 or Luger. This firearm is normally 
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Lever Action
The Browning BLR :

When this weapon was first introduced, it set a new 

standard of horror, because despite its disharmony 

in design, the BLR is a great lever action firearm. 

The firearm uses high velocity cartridges and is fed 

through a box magazine. In the ratchet system of 

this weapon, the bolt runs backwards and forwards, 

resulting in an extremely fast as well as smooth 

operation. The trigger isn’t its most appealing aspect 

though, but you can live with it. However, the accu-

racy of the Browning BLR is average.

Double Action
P229R :

The P226 is a full sized service pistol that was de-

signed and manufactured by SIG Sauer. Chambered 

with 9 rounds of 19mm rounds, it uses the same 

basic design as its predecessor P220, but has been 

modified to offer higher capacity, and instead of 

using single column magazines, it uses staggered 

column magazines. This weapon in the SIG family op-

erates with a locked-breech short recoil method that 

was pioneered by John Browning. 

Glock pistols :

The Glock pistol, also referred to as a Safe Action 

Pistol by Gaston Glock, is a range of Polymer framed 

short-recoil operated, locked-breech semi auto-

matic pistols, designed and manufactured by Glock 

Ges.m.b.H. The Glock is the most successful line 

of pistols by this company and currently owns 65% 

of the current semi-automatic pistol market. It is a 

popular weapon choice for civilians, mainly for rec-

reational competitive shooting and self-defense. It is 

also used by law enforcement officials for both open 

and concealed carrying. 
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recoil-operated magazine fed firearm that was 

chambered with .45 ACP cartridges. The M1911 went 

on to serve the United States Military as a standard 

issue sidearm between 1911 and 1986. 

The Dragunov Sniper Rifle :

This semi automatic Sniper, Dragunov, is the model 

of 1963. A semi-automatic marksman rifle cham-

bered with 7.62×54mmR that was developed by the 

Soviet Union. Primarily designed as a long ranged 

squad-support weapon, according to Soviet military 

doctrines, the ability to engage at long range was 

outside the scope of ordinary troops, this lead to the 

adoption of Dragunov. ed bunny. 

The Winchester Model 94

A	personal	favorite,	the	Winchester	Model	94	is	a	re-

peating	lever	action	rifle	that	instantly	became	popular	

when	it	was	first	released	in	1894.	Designed	by	John	

Browning,	it	was	the	first	commercially	successful	

American	rifle	built,	and	used	smokeless	powder	to	

fire.	Referred	to	as	the	ultimate	level	action	by	design,	

it	was	the	trustiest	rifle	at	the	time	and	still	is,	to	this	

day.	

Semi-Automatic Action
M1911:

The M1911 pistol was first developed in the 1890s. It 

was a suitable self-loading pistol that replaced the 

revolvers in service. A semiautomatic single-action, 
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While all bullets are designed to make contact with 

a target at a range, some ammo types do it faster 

or penetrate deeper than others. It all comes down 

to the characteristics one is looking for when aiming 

down the sights at the target. 

In this final section, we will purely be talking about 

bullet sizes and the pros and cons of each. While 

there are countless variations of bullets out there, 

we will be discussing the ones you’re likely to come 

across and use. You will be able to find these bullets 

in every sporting goods stores. 

When speaking about bullets the most important 

trait is ‘stopping power’. This term sounds a bit vague, 

it is more about home many bullets will it take to drop 

a target. Given, when you hit a target in the right spot, 

it’s only going to take a single bullet. The other trait 

of a bullet is its caliber and it refers to nothing more 

than just the size of the bullet. For most ammo types 

the number is the diameter of the bullet in inches. 

Let’s take a look at the most popular bullet types.

.22
The .22 is perhaps the most commonly used small 

round, also referred to as a ‘twenty-two long rifle’ 

and ‘twenty-two rim fire’. Whenever you overhear 

someone talking about rim fire, they’re talking about 

.22LR. 
Pros: Small, light and cheap. The recoil of this bullet 

is practically non-existent and that makes it a good 

starter round for anyone that’s never shot a firearm 

in their lives. 

Cons: Their tiny size; this gun is just a step up from a 

pellet gun. They can be fatal, don’t get it wrong, but 

it may take a single-shot or perhaps even six.

.25
These bullets are slightly larger and somewhat 

more powerful than a .22. There are numerous 

firearms that use this caliber, but this ammo is a 

bit more expensive without any real added benefit 

apart from reliability of center-fire casings. 

Pros: The stopping power is slightly more than .22 

but there isn’t much of a difference. Both get the job 

done, but this one leaves a slightly larger hole. 

Cons: The con of this round is the same as .22, really. 

It’s a small round and most .25 caliber guns aren’t 

that popular. 

AMMO TYPES
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.380
Here is where the fun starts as we move onto a 

beefier caliber. Most people that play for sport 

don’t like to handle any firearm that uses rounds 

smaller than a .380, also referred to as a ‘9mm 

short’. This caliber has recently become popular 

as many pocket pistols hit the market. This round 

also happens to be a very controversial one. If 

you ever feel like trolling at a gun forum, simply 

ask ‘which type of round is better or has more 

stopping power, a 9mm or a .380? Then grab 

some popcorn and watch the arguments begin. 

It’s quite entertaining. 

Pros: A bullet of this caliber has comparatively 

little recoil and offers good penetration at a close 

range. While it’s a great carry size for firearms, 

it’s quite noobish for the standpoint of an experi-

enced shooter.

Cons: While some gun authors and experts be-

lieve that the .380 is barely adequate, others say it is 

barely inadequate. Basically it is quite a low power 

round before the likes of .22 and .25. The inherent 

nature of these bullets and the firearms that shoot it 

are useless beyond close range. 

9mm
The 9mm is the most popular caliber amongst 

firearm aficionados, also referred to as the ‘9mm 

luger’ or the ‘9x19mm Parabellum’. 9mm is usu-

ally the round most first timer’s fire. They are fun 

even at medium range and are particularly good 

for defense. For your information the size of a 9mm 

bullet is the same as the size of .380 or .38 Special 

(covered below). The one and only difference is the 

amount of powder stored behind them. 

Pros: This bullet is the smallest round that effec-

tively delivers a hydrostatic shock. The 9mm aren’t 

expensive and have low recoil. There are numerous 

weapons of all types that use this ammunition, and 

can easily hold between 15-17 rounds. 

Cons: Because the 9mm is a small round it has 

very low recoil, which is also an advantage in most 

single hand weapons, but this also makes a bullet 

with lower power behind it. While it does have the 
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stopping power for a round of this size, there are far 

nastier bullets below that the 9mm doesn’t stand a 

chance against. Apart from that this bullet has very 

few complaints.

.38 Special
So what exactly makes this .38 so special? The car-

tridge of this round carries more powder and holds 

a bullet that is far heavier than 9mm. Not to mention 

that it’s slower; here is the thing, in the world of fire-

arms, slow is a good thing. Look at it this way, what 

will do more damage, a stab from a steak knife or a 

spoon? A stab from a steak knife will be quick and 

clean while a stab from a spoon is going to be pain-

fully slow with chances to tear and rip. A .38 Special 

is that spoon! 

Pros: This	is	one	nasty	bullet	that	hits	hard.	FBI	used	

this	round	as	a	standard-issue	for	a	long	time.

Cons: The problem with a .38 is that it’s made for 

a revolver. You won’t find a single semiautomatic 

that fires these rounds. Although, if you are a fan of 

revolvers this round should be your first choice, but 

you’ll only have 5 or 6 rounds. This cartridge has 

rather strong recoil and significant stopping power to 

stop a medium sized target in its tracks.

.40
Remember the popular 9mm round that offers 

moderate stopping power for its caliber? A .40 is the 

9mm’s big, angry brother. This caliber boats massive 

amounts of stopping power for its rather small size. 

There are many police and tactical response teams 

that use these bullets as a standard issue. 

Pros: Like some of the bullets discussed above, 

when someone gets shot it will take them a while 

to register that they just got hit. But in the case of a 

.40, while they wouldn’t know what hit them, they will 

realize it was something really hard. A .40 has main-

tained its great track record for a long time; it also 

offers a good range. For a round of such power and 

range it isn’t very expensive.

Cons: This caliber’s large size and the massive stop-

ping power it sports, also means strong recoil. A lot 

of people complain about the .40’s kick. But if they 

had fired the ammo type we are about to discuss, a 

.40 would seem quite manageable.
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.44 Magnum 
While essentially the .44 magnum rounds are meant 

for revolvers, there are a few rifles that fire them. 

Compared to its close equivalents the .38 special 

and the .40, the .44 magnum round boasts a massive 

and almost crazy amount of both power and pow-

der behind it. 

Pros: Consider this round an equivalent of a sledge-

hammer. Whatever you hit with this bullet, that thing 

is a goner for sure. There are few long barreled re-

volvers that go with this round to offer longer range, 

accuracy, and efficient delivery of stopping power. 

Cons: Newton states that, “For every action there is 

an equal and opposite reaction”. Now consider the 

amount of power this cartridge has and imagine 

the opposite reaction or recoil this will give off. Let’s 

keep it short; the recoil of this ammo type is practi-

cally insane. This freaky powerful round is absolutely 

not meant for beginners. 

.45 ACP
The .45 ACP was designed by Browning himself in 

1904 for his famous 1911 pistol; this particular round 

has a rich history. This is a large bullet and has stop-

ping power that suits its caliber. For countless police 

officers as well as military personnel, the .45 ACP 

is the ammo of choice that has managed to prove 

itself time and again. 

Pros: Strong stopping power, not very expensive 

and there are few firearms that can chamber this 

cartridge. Hit a target in the center mass with this 

round and you have a guaranteed drop. If they hap-

pen to be on drugs it may take about 2 shots, this 

round is meant to stop targets in their tracks, nothing 

more to say about it.

Cons: In the case of magnums, high stopping power 

means stronger recoil. Speaking from firsthand ex-

perience, a weapon that uses this caliber isn’t meant 

for a person that’s never fired a firearm before. For 

more experience users, note that this round, once 

fired, tends to begin tumbling at about 75 yards re-

ducing its effective-range significantly. If the weapon 

is meant for self-defense, that’s not really a problem, 

but if you like shooting targets at long range, this 

round is not preferable.
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.50AE & .500 S&W Magnum 

While relatively new, these magnum cartridges are 

the granddaddy of all ammunition. These cartridges 

come in at half an inch across and are packed to the 

brim with quick burning gunpowder. These mon-

ster bullets are perhaps the most powerful bullets 

around. 

Pros: If you’re holding a weapon that shoots these 

rounds, targets that know better will flee. There is 

no surviving a shot at the center mass, not matter 

who or what your target is. Heck, this ammo is used 

for hunting bears. A handgun, or shall I say a hand 

cannon for hunting a grizzly; imagine firing one at 

the shooting range, newbies there just might relieve 

themselves in their pants. 

Cons: The recoil from a bullet of this caliber is like 

a bro-fist from God. We are talking about a recoil 

that is physically painful to shoot. Hold this weapon 

incorrectly while firing and you are guaranteed 

to lose some of your fingers. One can’t possibly 

comprehend the force and sound of the recoil this 

cartridge generates, but I still can’t help but think 

you want one though. 
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                                               	            ConClUsIon

This covers the basics of the firearms; there is still a lot I haven’t discussed and a 

lot you still don’t know. But I hope this gets you started in the world of firearms. I 

hope you enjoyed reading this book as much as enjoyed writing it. If your passion 

for guns and weaponry is developing gradually, it is recommended that you do a 

lot more research before you buy your very first weapon. Always take the neces-

sary precautions and for a first timer, never use your weapon outside the shooting 

range.


